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GY 


N Goſpel : Cbrif ant ty. | 


S Pure Religion, and unde · Ia. i. 27. 
fil d before God and the Fa- 
ther, whether Natural or 
= — Reveal d, is neceſſarily and 
intrinſically founded on Truth; and as 
Truth alſo never ſuffers more than when 
it's ſtifled, and confined by. unnatural 
Embargoes, or blended together with 
$ unintelligible precarious Temers ; ſo their 
Sentiments appear moſt juſt and well- 
grounded, who are perſuaded, <* That no- 
*© thing could be of greater Service to 
| ET * Chrt-. 


_ © Mr. Chand- 

* ler's Vindica- 
tion of the 
Chriſtian Reli- 


| gion, Pref. 


P. 14. 


Ibid. p. 13. 


2274 p. 10. 
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40 Chriſtianity. than to ſuffer 5 and even. 


invite the Enemies of it to ſpeak our 
their Difficulties with Freedom; pro- 


«« vided, that both the Friends. and 


« Enemies of it would be content to 


argue fairly without any Ne ffectians 
* on either ſide;ꝰ Since it can't well be 
denied, nor yet diſſembled, but that 
«+ Appealing to the Civil Power, and 
becoming humble Suitors to the Magi 


« ſtrate, to controul the Spirit of H. 
% delizty, looks as if the Strength of 
« Chriſtianity was ſuſpected“ And 'tis 


to ſuch a,wile and wholeſome Conduct in 
the Adminiſtration, ſuffering all Men 


openly to maintain and propagate their 


bid, p. 14. 


„Opinions,“ that we owe the late valu- 
able Defences and Yindications of the 


Chriſtian Religion; and that the Way is 
ſo open'd to elcar the Difficulties, and 


remove Things Indefenſible, that are, or 


1bid. p. 18. 


Denominations proſeſſing „ 2 
ughr only | 


may be, objected to the divers and differ- 
ing Schemes among the ſeveral Sechs and 


But then as its Enemies 0 
to expoſe the Impoſtures, Frauds, falle 
«+ Principles, the idle and deſtructive 
Maxims, the falſe Reaſonings and Com- 
*« pariſons, that ate to be found in it, if 


any ſuch they can produce; fo 'tis 


but reaſonable its Friends ſhould plainly 


deſtribe and circumſeribe their Plan of 
Chriſtianity; eſpecially while it's Not 
c XK pretend. 


% a 4 * — 
2 _ 2 : 2 l 
; 7 T5 * A : YT >, 
n — 4 — 0 Do, by * 
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4 pretended to anfwer for all the Doc- 
trinke of Chriſtianity,” as they have 
SME 3 * 

«« been repreſented and laid down in par- 
ticular Schemes and Syſtems of Faith; 
But that venerable antient 1 5 


„ that is ſo evidently contained in the 


„ Writings of Jeſus Chriſt and his Apo- 

les; Chriſtianity in its plain native 
«0; Simplicity ; not as it has been dreſs d 
and aduſterated by the Jargon and 
1 Cuunt Language of Fathers, School- 
Mien, Sy 


Mr. Chand- 
ler's Vindica- 
tion of the 
Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, P. 145. 
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"> 
"* 
y Y 


ematick and Polemical Di- 


vines, and ſtretch d and ſqueez d, in 


order to make ĩt tally with a ſhorter or 
longer Confefion and Creed.” And 
was this but fairly done, and conſiſtently 
2} adherd'to; as it would doubtleſs ver 


Differences, ſo it's highly probable, 
there would be little more di Ty Oppoſe- 


* 
much reduce the abounding Controver ſial 


tion to ſuch an Extract of Chriſlianity 


in its plain native Simplicity, than may 
may be preſum d. to the Truth of our 
„ Saviour's Hiſtory, which is inconteſta- 


Ibid. p. 99. 


bly ſupported by the very ſame fort of 


++ Proofs that any other antient Writings 
are or can be.“ And therefore, not 
being able to diſcover hitherto more than 
general Hints and recommendatory Re- 
Ferences to Pure and Undefiled Religion 
among the late Morthies, who have thus 
happily engag'd rhemfelyes in doing 
Ja ler to a Cauſe fo rational, ſo illuſtri- 


Ou, 


Ibid. 102, 103. 


> 5 * 
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ous; and fo momentous, I, a well-meani 
Labourer in due Subſerviency to fu 
Maſter-Builders, humbly caſt in my 
Mite, to help ſhorten, as well as for- 
ward, a Work ſo great and glorious, in 
prop ing to a more entire and perfect 
raft of whatever may be juſtly com- 
prehended within that plain, pure and 
ſimple Term, Chriſtianity, by tendring 
a familiar eaſy Eſſay of its peculiar Con- 
ſ{ituents, in the Light theſe appear to me 
at preſent. Far however from pretend- 
ing to preclude whatever more may be 
ſuperadded upon ſure and certain Grounds; 
no, nor others from digeſting the whole 
in a more correct and perfect Method. 


but previouſly I ſubjoin, tis to be noted, $ 


that as all Reveal d Religion pre-ſuppoſeth 
Natural, of which an extraordinary and 
very admirable Delineation has been 
lately given, ſo there needs no Proof, 
nor any Particulars thereof to be here 
ſet forth, in order to exhibit a ſhort | 
Scheme of pure Goſpel-Chriſtzanity. Nei- 

ther is the Poſſibility of Revelation ne- 
ceſſary to be here made out; it be- 
ing incumbent on thoſe, who deny, 
ſuch Poſſibility, to prove it impoſſible. 
And as to its Probability, this too may 
well be ſuperſeded, ſince bare Proba- 
bility, it muſt be own'd, would not ſuf- 
fice to evince its Reality Nor yet will 
further Evidence be required, that there 
| ever 


1 MS) _ 
ever lived ſuc h an one as Jeſus Chriſt 
the Perſon intended, unleſs it were in 
fact denied, or at leaſt diſputed; ſo that 
the preſent Attempt thus reduced, the 
® Sum to be exemplified upon this ſingle 
> Head of Chriſtianity*, as diſtinguiſhed 
rom Natural Religion, is, I humbly con- 
Celve, e 8 
S That J7eſus Chriſt was a true Pro- 
8 ¶pbet ſent of God, that he was the 
very Meſſiah promiſed by God under 


| che OM "Teftament-Revelationt, chat 
the Refarretion, the peculiar new 
. Doctrine of the Goſpel. Diſpen ſat ion, 
e Cbereon the Faith and Hopes of a 
4 * Reſtoration to future Life, from under 
* * the Power of Death, the now Lot of 
; all Mankind, are ſurely founded) is fully 
a | made known and eſtabliſhed. Beſides 
0 which, I confeſs,” I don't yet ſee more 
+ Þ eſential to repreſent the naked Truth 
2 7 and State of prime Goſpel- Chriſtianity, 
e diſtinguiſhed as aforeſaid, except it 
1 be the #200 poſitive Inſtitutions of an 
i nitiary and commemorative Sacrament, 
- * © Pure Chriſtian Religion, as it was delivered by 


2 * our Seviowr, hath hardly any thing in it that is poſitive, 
except the ue Sacraments: Nothing but what every 
Man's Reaſon either dictates to him to be ne- 
7 © cefſary, or approves as highly fit and reaſonable.” Arch- 
3 biſhop Tillotſon's 1ſt Vol. Serm. 28. His ad on Joſhua, 
24» 254 Pa; 338 n | 5 
1 Note, con er this, as including hit being appoint- 
ed by the Father, alone — — God and 
Man; and alſo finally ſupreme. Judge of all Men, ac- 
cording to the gracious Terms of the Goſpel Diſpenſation. 
- > Which 
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4689 
which yet may rather be conſidered as 
Appendages unto, than as Eſentiale ol. 

pure prime Chriſtianity. appointed more 
eſpecially for the forming and uphold- 
ing vi ſcble Communion: and Fellowſh 
amongſt all the Members. of that BU, 
of which Chriſt alone is conſtituted the 
Cor. 15. 24, ſupreme Head and Governor, until be 
all have delivered uf the n to 
God, even the Father; that God "my 
„ ln Al.. i Oe | 
God, and of Natural Religion co-inci- 
dent therewith, and who don't object | 
againſt the Doctr iner advanced and pro- 
pagated by eſis Chriſty as either un-. 
worthy of Gad, or contruriant o 1M. 
tural Religion, no farther Proof can 
reaſonably be thought neceſſary, to e- 
vince, that Jeſur Chriſt was a ue 
Prophet, ſent of God; than ſuch Cye- 
dentials as ſufficiently teſtify God's C. 
currence and Approbation of what comes | 
thus revealed and publiſhed in his Name. 
What therefore is ſufficient to prove an 
one a true Prophet, can'tbutbe alike ſuffi- 
cient to prove. Jeſus Chriſt to have been 
ſuch true Prophet. Now, the Being of | 
God, and of Natural Religion, together 
with the Unexceprionablensſs F the 


Doctrine, admitted: nothing can reaſo—- 
nably be required to evidence the Cre- 

denttals in this Caſe needful, beyond, or | 
12 * more 
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— og Deville 
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i Ibid. 17. 14. 
Fay 12. * 
> 0 7,8, 
+3 3. 720,90 


Ibid. 11. 41, 
B: "Ad theſe ovate by 4 bate43, 44 
Word" bf bis Moiith;” and ſémeritmes Nau. g. 13. 
ven. at 1 Diſtance. t above all, Fo — $0, 
Wi Rerrectm from the Grave the 5%, 52+ 53: 
hitd Day after His (Crus Poon, 15 6, 7. 5: 75 
ſeen of 5 Yo if the 

aer thut Gf above 


fue Entre Ne | 
threw "at once, beſides divers  othets. 


A bien. r. are {6 many inconteſta- 


ble Apſtances of a Dein, miratulous 
Po gby; And that theſe were Acts of 4 
good ind fracious, not intvil and malig- 
van Being; is plaitily evident, not only = 
rom their natural Benefitence, and thit 
Euppear'd ho I 5 803 
controul ee but mo - 
n — tp ; they Fa e oth 
ion to.” and for De verin 1 : 
a from: te Poor . - fog ws 
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HS Lhe, eee dee Ge, 
* ©: "den alt thus. appearing, 2 uicſced 


5 8 Wo ere remains only upon this Head 


oY {i keene for ; Which, in their own Na- 
| ture, are capable of no greater Py 
than char of Tefl imony.:. And, in Reaſon, 


þ - tally diſcarded, or theſe muſt neceſſarily 
5 ? be 5 — as real Truth, they carry- 
* rather ſtronger Evidence than any 
ot NE Hiſtory. whatever; inaſmuch as 
Th - Enemies, . as well as. Profeſſors, have 
born begs 41. Teſtimony to the Goſpel; 


or rather pr to queſtion the, Fad 


| themſelyes, none has however al 
3 to Aiſproue them. And it's likewiſe al- 
together inconceivable, that the Credit 

thereof ſhould fo obtain; and be preſery'd 

Sy nk the Mi ſdom and Learning of the 
orld, and — the Power f tbe 

3 Polity in particular, and their 
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„ 1 all Denial. or even Fu pic ion. And i it's 


as the prime Witneſſes to, and Publiſh 1 
5 of, theſe Fact were Men of the ace 
+ +»... Simplictty, uncapable of the 
and Croft that human Learning „ 
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either all b:ſtorzcal. Truths muſt be to- 


all A Puted, 
Hin v: Or Foo A ads at all Aſpute 


ee ens 


o Powerful Prejudices, had 1 the 
Notoriety of Fatt been wholly. b eyond 


further, more eſpecially 3 that 


ten infuſeth; deſtitute of al. wordt 
Powers, and fuch as withal maintain d 


of the. Jewiſh Re 


therein to a ſuppo 


bearing 


* 


TIM 4 
their Smeerity Rep Reproacher ** 


"Per CULION. ro me, al elf: fo neither 


„ the. W Os "Jeſus. Chriſt, 
night moſt caſily baye diſclos d the 
„if e any had been. berein; nor 


1 | yer the Jews, who. 1 1 80 ſo. f pitefully 
N and fo a een 4 


diſprove, if poſſible,” the Truth of thelc 


Feet of Gamaliel, 75 the ftraiteſt Felt 
357 5 and arne 4 
Madue /i , from a 
moſt zealous Sa voto: 5 all of the 
Chriſtian way, even unto Death, became 
the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, an 
ſuffer'd ſo much above męaſure for "his 
irrefragable Teſfimony to the 
Goſpe-Di/denſation, reyeal d 
ruted by Feſics Chr; "ge 


Hence 5 = to the next Paint 
pro ſed to n and TRE re- 


here x we 
muſt Mas Rs. to 1 2 and 
Prophecies made of him, l, un; 


ger che Je Diſperſettn and Ribes 


* Note, Theſe referring ing chiefly to a 7. Go 
them, need no Proof here that were Propheſies z nor 
Jes that they pointed out the Meſſiah. 


Fat, ever attempted a connger Narra- Ads 2s: f. 
tive, or to falſify the 7 A Ibid. 26. 5+ 
| Beſides that St. Paul, brought 


-and inſti- 
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Ibid.—2 4. 
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* markable Heſtruction of. Zerw/ea 
1 ter which e e. Dear 29 
v di vand their 


| Tra, Nr rage ge 
1 2 o their e "toc 
T Romans, interfere with fach-Ferofiration 


theſe Laer m as a diftntt rape. 
| Powers, relatiue4t0.4 Trili ſuch A8 be⸗ 
ing geverw & by, bein gun Laut, 
KRulers of their own within chemie ven, 
; a5 appears. om Fare . t 1.10. 
| 1557 Neben. d. 1d 4. 14. 1-6. r. 
des what we: read of ike Import-in 
7 the Baok, of Efther 23; bnd E76. 
| = e hkewiſe in the Hiſtory of Se: 
| e And aftetwards;. while 
Power of the: Romer, the 


Jews, 


the ate hexpoundadn.che a 
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T of the Prophecy, "line, inblſtec in 


and 
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3 Ta- 
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2 '> is Matter. of fries | 
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Fe, during the Miniſtration ion 2 W 
hei 3” den upon "Earth, : deckte, 75 
never in Bondage to a Man : 5 1 


they were then ru Þ by their own N. 
faick Laws, is further manifeſted 01 
wid. the Cale of the Yoman taker in Adil 
* Mate 20. 37: tery, from 1h Suffering. F hit Diſcs. 
+ prediſtd by 704 and from Pi 
John 19. 6. hater remirsing | Fofus 1 be judged by | 


d And laſtly, it's to be confider'd on this 3 


; according to their own Laws. Re 


12 that if this Prophecy hath not its | 


 Accompliſhment in the Perſon of Jeſur, 
par. has it been a time accum- 
Pliſtu; which effe: ould difprove 3 
tit to have ever been 4 bead Prophecy: | 

For the only 
can be ſur 


po 


tending Competitor t tt , 
ed to have ſo much as ga- * 


ther d the People together. is Mabomer. * 


who: neither 8 of” the Tribe of Fu- 
dah, nor yet lv d himſelf till above 500 | 
Vears aſter the utter Diſſolution of the | 
whole Fewiſh Policy; and therefore | 
could not poſſibly be tha? Per ſon who B+ 
Ads 1. 6, 7. was, in God's on Time, to Feftore the 4. 
Kingdomto fra. 1 
Next, as the 7 Weeks an he q 
prophetickStile, are confeſſedly i 

that Zz/ibs ſuffered at this Len Period 
of Time;isnotconteſted: AndtheCom 
ttation being made from the Commiſion j 

| Exra 7. 8. to Eęgru in Na Seventh of” Artaxerxes; .. | 
en in the Tuenlieth of A, 
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* Faxerxes A 


1 0 5 5 

kaverxes. to Nehemiab, the Vatiation is 
ſo little conſiderable; that all which any 
Way bas been to enervate the 
Force of its juſt A Application to Feſ#s, is, 
E 3 few pk err it NT os 
#phanes,. without any Den 
or ſo much as euer 
p — him cut off, but no ay” anos nfl, 


as was eſis, — as the 
p eſly, inter alia, 2 — 
modern Jews, indeed. to elude the Ap- 
Plication of this Prophecy to Jeſur, have 
f | detook themſelves to the e of 
two Meſſiahs; the one ſuffering, the 
a s lother rriumphing. But as a two-fold 
4 Meſſiah is a meer Fi of later Date, 
und without the leaſt Shadow of Founda- 
* ios in Scripture; this not only ſhews to 
= if what Extremity they are reduc'd to 
F chemſelves, if poſſible, from 


— n 1 — r 


* 3 
, x 


155 2 
ain, but it alſo diſcards the ve- 
| 7 2 — it ſelf; inaſmuch as the 
its Gough letion is long ſince 

d, unleſs ver in 2 Cruciſivion, 
— — Aſcenſion of 2 
5 Meſſiab. And 57 that the Coming 


S; pt rheir Meſſiab in Triumph has been 
4 put off for their Sing beyond the 7 ime 
„ q e by the Prophets, is ſuch a fri- 


blu, Pretence, as, in all Probability, 
ould 955 once eee it e ER 


my 


he exnocent Blood of Je ſur, whom Mat. 27. 4: 
wicked Hands had crutified Acts 2. 23. 
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4 So that they hereby not 
4  Godatdlthe. Prophets foolsfh- 
. | fache rather than quit rheir {dy 
i : | 
| i Hit eee 
Hence I paſs. on to the Conſideration || Ah t 
. of that peruliur new Dottrine of the GS, 
i pPei- N on, the Reſurretction, ieh, f 
(| at moſt, as under a Dei was but darkly | t 
1 — unfolded in the Oi Toe x 
i ment · Revelation; and but / faintly ad- 7 
van d, and with a ing Perſuaſion, | 1 
by rbe moſt in u e and dicerning 
2 Tim. 1. 10- Sages of old, ti Chyift brbugbt f 
49 - and Immortalli * Light ro i ; 
the Goſpel. And be it; that God in- 
_ tended after the Full of our firſt Parents 
a Refioration in his Promi/e made, that 
Gen. 3. 15- ther ega of the M mn bon brini/3"Fhe © - 
Serpent's Head ; this did not then mat. 
feſt to the Underſtanding: of rhat Genera- 


1 Cor. 15. 22. tion, that as. in aun all. ares," 7 in 
niſi ſbould all be maile alive. When 
Exod. 3. 6. God faid to Moſes; I am the Gd of thy 4 

| Father. Abraham, the:God df I aue, aj 
the God of Jatobs it was not taken re i- 
Mart. 22. 3. Port u fa u Stave; dt Hef 10 
Life. as it has been ſince explain d. And 


if 


(iz 3 
[hog vekir's; whether by r Tradition br. 
Revelgrion, as ſome have inn. 
$1 1 e e Refarrefion, when | 
© pxr6nothc'd, that 5 75 er Þit SHIM Tob. 19. 26. 
Din, I . royed his 8005757 et in his Fel 
ſee Cod; his Ce and Hiſtory 
TN "4 the Application to a fem. 1bid. 42. 10. 
5550 Deliverance by far more nur!: 
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